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Grace Presbyterian Church         October 4, 2020 

Psalm 100, Luke 10: 17-24, 1 Timothy 3: 1-7 

"The Church Leaders God Uses” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

On this fourth occasion of talking to you about Church Leadership, you may 

be asking yourself, “Why would anyone want to become a church leader?” 

This is a good question. Some of the points made in the last month of 

sermons bear repeating. If you reread those sermons, you might ask: If 

Moses was hesitant and resistant to becoming God’s leader at His direct 

request and urging, what chance do I have, or anyone else today? If Joshua 

was fearful and feeling incompetent to follow Moses, to lead the people, and 

he needed to be urged to “be strong and courageous” to take up the office, 

then how could I be the same or better than him?  

 

How could I be a person who would “prepare God’s people for works of 

service” as it says in Ephesians 4? Do I have the gifts and abilities that are 

right here for serving the body of Christ? How will I know if I do or I don’t? 

Do I really want to serve the church and this congregation in this way? 

 

The answers to all these questions come by prayer, listening to one another’s 

evaluations of spiritual gifts and abilities, helping each other hear God’s call, 

and ongoing discussions on all the important passages of Scripture as God’s 

revealed message. 

 

Perhaps you have been in situations in your life where you faced promotion 

at work. There is a beauty in being asked to step up in the organization you 

serve. At the same time, you can be wondering about your qualifications and 

stamina for facing greater responsibilities, even the hiring and firing of 

individuals, which are life changing decisions. You might become the head 

of whole sections or divisions of a company or government organization that 

face being closed down or discontinued in some major way. Hundreds and 

thousands of families may be affected. The farther up you have gone in 

promotion, means the greater weight of responsibility, time and head space 

taken up, and possibly the inability to turn that off, when you are off work. 

Even if you have not been in that situation at work, perhaps you have borne 

the weight of multiple family members, as children, as adults and their 

families, and know what it means to carry all their decisions with them, or at 

least a great number of them. Having a larger family means caring about 

each of those who come into the family. And as you know, the decisions to 
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enlarge that family are not in your hands. How do you handle the stress of 

caring for people? 

 

All these reflections are not meant to discourage you from considering the 

office of elder in our congregation. They are meant to encourage you to go 

to God with the opportunity. None of us are perfect representatives of the 

Lord. All of us come with baggage. Let us bear one another’s’ burdens and 

thus fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:1) As we do, we share with one 

another our thoughts and concerns as we nominate others to the office, and 

as we consider the office ourselves. Others may see you as a leader, or your 

potential leadership qualities, while you only see faults and burdens. This is 

why we need the body of the Christ, the community of the congregation to 

help us discern what God is calling us to do. Almost all of this comes down 

to the call of God. We know that call is what leads us to relationship with 

Jesus Christ in the first place. He calls us. (Luke 10: 22) We aren’t running 

after Him to get to know Him, He is running after us. That is the way we get 

to receive salvation and relationship with God. So it is with church 

leadership. He runs after us, affirming us, supporting us, challenging us…in 

His creative and loving way. 

 

As we accept that mission of leadership, we realize again there is much there 

to contend with, yet, He is faithful and helps us through everything we go 

through. Today’s passage from Luke reminds every believer, but especially 

church leaders that the commitments we have made to God come with 

spiritual warfare. If you are unfamiliar with that term, “spiritual warfare,” 

you can read Ephesians 6: 10-20 (I won’t read it here, right now) 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 

armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 

schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on 

the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand 

firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the 

readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take 

up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows 

of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, ON; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; October 4, 2020 
 

3 

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 

Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be 

given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for 

which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, 

as I should. 

Paul ended his letter to the Ephesians with this image of a Roman soldier 

putting on his armour to carry out his mission. And so, we too as Christians 

put on our armour to carry out our mission as Christians. You may not feel 

like a military image fits what you do in sharing your faith as a believer and 

devoted follower of Jesus Christ. But you must realize there is “push back” 

from the devil and his forces in your life to try and discourage you from 

continuing in your faith. I always used to say it came relentlessly on Sunday 

morning in trying to get the family to the church building. It was Sunday 

morning that we had the most difficulty in agreeing together, in getting 

transportation together, in getting along with each other. Now I know 

families in general haven’t been going to the church building for at least the 

last six months, but why do you think those troubles would come on Sunday 

morning for families? The opposition forces to God do not want you to 

assemble together with other believers and be built up in your faith and trust 

in God. (Hebrews 10:25) So we urge you to take the time to come to church, 

if you are able, or take in the service online, as God is giving you Grace. 

 

The disciples in Luke 10, 72 in number, were sent out by the Lord. This is a 

group that is six times larger than the original twelve. So, we know this 

applies to us today. They are sent out in pairs, not alone, to do the mission of 

sharing Jesus with others. They had great success. People were opened to the 

Lord and received Him. Not everyone, but that’s not the point. The disciples 

were excited by the fact that even the demons submitted to the power the 

Lord Jesus had given them. They saw demon oppressed and possessed and 

demon influenced people come to know Jesus. And yes, this would include 

folks today we would call mentally ill, or physically challenged or having a 

number of medical syndromes which have now been named. These 

encounters also included those who had simply been under the power of evil 

and evil behaviour all their lives, a destructive spiritual state. They turned to 

Jesus.  

 

And Jesus was concerned that the disciples were focusing on the joy of 

having overcome the devils’ forces more than on all the ones who had 
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simply come into relationship with Jesus, and received salvation, the 

forgiveness of their sins. The disciples enjoyed the power more than the 

relationship. So, Dr. Luke allows us to overhear Jesus’ reflection on his 

former pre-incarnate life. (Luke 10:17) 

 

Jesus remembers the devil (Satan= “shining one”) falling from his high 

position in heaven as an angel and worship leader, to become the leader of a 

rebellion against God. His forces of fallen angels are the demonic forces 

Paul talk about in Ephesians 6:12: “Our battle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, powers and authorities of this dark world; against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms…” Without getting into a long 

sidetrack of angelology/demonology, the study of angels/fallen angels, let 

me simply say they are real. They are here. And many go to science fiction 

for the existence of other beings than human beings on the earth, but the 

Scripture is clear these servants of God and of the devil battle in this life to 

sway us according to their master. 

 

We are indeed in a spiritual battle. Jesus says, don’t focus on your power, 

but on your relationship with the Lord. Don’t be proud of the spiritual pest 

control Jesus gives us, that is against snakes and scorpions (as a symbol of 

demonic forces). In Ottawa, He might have used raccoons and skunks. Don’t 

focus on the power, but on loving the Lord and inviting others into that love 

relationship. (v. 20) 

 

In fact, it is really simple. How simple? My Father, Jesus says “full of joy 

through the Holy Spirit,” note the Trinity in v. 21, loves to let little children 

into heaven, but makes it harder for those, who by their self-acknowledged 

education and wisdom, know better than God. You and I come to Jesus as 

children, no matter what age you are. You just come trusting, with your arms 

out to Him. Do so now. You can’t even see Him, but you know He is there. 

He will give you the hugs you are missing due to the pandemic. 

 

Verse 22 is meant to be a great comfort to you. It is meant to take the 

pressure off of you to convert people, to make them come to Jesus, because 

you know you can’t make them come to Him. “All things have been 

committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the 

Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” Whether you number yourself 

amongst the Calvinists or the Arminians or any other theological group, I 

hope you can agree today that it is Jesus who draws you, and saves you, not 
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yourself. The beauty of this is that then takes the pressure off of us, not the 

pressure of sharing, that is always ours. The pressure of trying “to sell the 

Gospel” or force the Lord on someone, is no longer there. Jesus draws that 

person by the Holy Spirit. He can use your words, your actions and even 

your lack of words and lack of actions, because He can. Isn’t there a 

wonderful and simple beauty in that fact? Then it isn’t you being smart 

enough, or clever enough, or a good enough debater, it is you depending on 

the Holy Spirit to do His wonderful work to bring people to Jesus. This is 

true for every believer, and certainly true for church leaders. 

 

Let me move quickly to 1 Timothy 3 and our first foray into the qualification 

lists for elders. Paul wanted to appoint elders. It is God’s direction to him for 

church leadership. We know this is true because there are three passages of 

qualifications for eldership. Here in 1 Timothy 3, and in Titus 1 as well as 

from Peter’s hand in 1 Peter 5, where he addresses himself as a “fellow 

elder.” (1 Peter 5:1) He didn’t see himself as the first pope. He saw himself 

as a colleague to all the other church elders of his day. And we still read his 

letters two thousand years later and hear his humility in this regard. 

 

Paul gives us fifteen qualifications in 1 Timothy 3 and thirteen in Titus 1. 

They are mostly the same, almost word for word. So, I won’t hit you with all 

fifteen right now. But I want to consider a few of them right now and urge 

you to read 1 Timothy 3: 1-7 and Titus 1: 6-8. Even if you are not going to 

become an elder, it is wise for you to hear some of the ways God is 

encouraging you to grow in your faith.  

 

We read the Scriptures because we want to keep their high standard in our 

lives. We also know or should know that the Lord’s standards as written by 

Paul and Peter are not so high that they disqualify everyone. That would 

make no sense. So, we have to keep this interpretative rule: the standard is 

high and not everyone qualifies, but the standard is not so high that everyone 

is disqualified.  Therefore, the first qualification of “being above reproach” 

(NIV) could easily be interpreted as eliminating everyone. But it does not. I  

think it means “check the next dozen qualifications, and see if the 

community has something against you and your behavioural track record…” 

But I would suggest an even deeper qualification, based on the spirit of these 

lists. In fact, let me state my understanding of these qualifications before we 

even start them: a person’s openness and vulnerability to talk honestly about 

their spiritual state and inner life, and how Jesus has met them in their inner 

places of weakness/sin is more important than one’s background of character 
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flaws, addictions, family control and other issues. Knowing that a person is 

working on their issues with the Lord and hearing about how God has 

transformed that person is more important than whatever the issue is itself, 

in almost every circumstance. 

 

Let me be clear that I am agreeing with Scripture. Some scholars, Gordon 

Fee, from Regent College, for example clearly say that these qualifications 

are about observable behaviours and reputation in the community. Dr. Fee 

notes that the dozen or so qualifications Paul presents in 1 Timothy 3 are 

“the highest ideals of Hellenistic moral philosophy.”* I would tell you the 

general principle from Scripture is this: Don’t be a billboard that will turn 

people against Jesus and the Church. On the other hand, a lot of these 

qualifications are simply practical matters: don’t settle matters with your 

fists, don’t chew people out because of your anger and impatience issues, 

listen, don’t get drunk, don’t try to pick a fight, work on your own family 

issues to the point that the police and other community workers don’t have 

to publicly work on them for you. 

 

Listen to how Dr. Petersen translates this passage in the Message:  If anyone 

wants to provide leadership in the church, good! But there are 

preconditions: A leader must be well-thought-of, committed to his wife, cool 

and collected, accessible, and hospitable. He must know what he’s talking 

about, not be overfond of wine, not pushy but gentle, not thin-skinned, not 

money-hungry. He must handle his own affairs well, attentive to his own 

children and having their respect. For if someone is unable to handle his 

own affairs, how can he take care of God’s church? He must not be a new 

believer, lest the position go to his head and the Devil trip him up. Outsiders 

must think well of him, or else the Devil will figure out a way to lure him 

into his trap. 

 

Now I don’t want to sidestep the hard phrases in this passage such as 

“husband of but one wife,” (NIV84) literally “a one-woman husband,” in 

Greek. There are at least four interpretations of what that means. Polygamy 

is out of bounds. Some churches will not allow divorced individuals to 

serve. We do, and Jesus teaches that there are conditions where divorce is 

acceptable. (Matthew 5:32) Other churches don’t allow unmarried or 

widowed or remarried men or women to serve. But Paul himself was 

 
* Gordon D. Fee, New International Biblical Commentary: 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus; Peabody, Mass.: 
Hendrickson, 1988, p. 78. 
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unmarried, it is unlikely he would force leaders to be married. Timothy was 

also likely single. I think the point of the passage is “being committed to 

your spouse if you are married.” The age and culture in which Paul was 

writing allowed a man much greater privileges than are currently understood 

to be male privileges. For example, a man might have both mistresses for 

pleasure, concubines for regular needs and a wife for legitimate children. 

(Fee quotes Demosthenes: Oration 59:122)† Paul required a much higher 

standard than this. 

 

All of this is to say that the qualifications are real, and a person must open 

themselves to the Lord and to the community upon saying “yes” to a 

nomination to the eldership. This is not meant to be overwhelming. This is a 

practical concern for the whole congregation to receive leadership from the 

Lord, in a manner befitting their own walk with the Lord. 

 

I will speak further to the qualifications when we get to the Titus passage in 

three weeks time. Meanwhile, I encourage your research, concerns and 

questions. Together we hear the Lord’s call to leadership. Together we 

encourage our brothers and sisters in the Lord to hear that call, even when it 

might be uncomfortable. 

 

Let us continue to trust the Lord together for this important part of church 

work, witness and mission. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 

 

 
† Ibid., p. 84. 


